
UNIT 2
Chords in the  

Key of G
Right and Left-Hand Basics  

“G is for Guitar!”
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LESSON 1
Primary Chords in the Key of G: 

G, C, D, and D7 (I, IV, V, V7)

Lesson Concepts
• Chord Presentation
• Chords
• Primary Chords in the Key of G — G, C, D and D7 
• Upper Case Roman Numerals  
• Primary Chords in the Key of G — I, IV, V and V7
• Standard Fingerings for the Primary Chords in the Key of G
• Simplified and Challenge Chord Fingerings
• Catch and Release
• Economy of Motion — Changing Chords

Chord Presentation
Chords are presented at three different levels — Standard in the unit lessons and Simplified, and Challenge 
on the website at www.bestmusicpublications.com. Standard chords are the commonly accepted chord 
forms for beginning guitar players to learn. In this book, you learn chords, notes, and songs by key. Here 
is a quick explanation of keys: A key is a collection of seven notes, each with an individual letter name. In 
music, you only use the first seven letters of the alphabet. For the key of C the seven notes are C–D–E–F–
G–A–B. The key of G where you will start in this book, and it has a sharp in the key. The seven note names 
for the key of G are G–A– B–C–D–E–F#.

Chords
Chords are comprised of three or more notes sounded together. The notes in a G chord are G, B, and D. To 
indicate a G chord you write “G.” All chords with just a letter name are major chords. For the G chord, you 
could say “G” or “G major,” and either would be correct. 

Primary Chords in the Key of G — G, C, D, and D7
In any major key, there are four primary chords: three are major chords and one is a dominant 7 chord. In 
the key of G, the major chords are G, C, and D. The dominant 7 chord is D7. 

Uppercase Roman Numerals
Uppercase Roman numerals are used to indicate major chords, and when followed by a 7 they indicate 
dominant 7 chords. 

Primary Chords in the Key of G — I, IV, V, and V7
Roman numerals can be used to indicate primary chords in a key. In any major key, the primary chords can 
be indicated as I, IV, V, and V7. As you learn new keys, you will notice the chord names will change, but the 
Roman numerals will remain the same.
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UNIT TWO  •  LESSON 1

Standard Fingerings for the Primary Chords in the Key of G – G, C, D, and D7 (I, IV, V, V7)

 G or I C or IV D or V D7 or V7

Simplified and Challenge Chords Fingerings
Simplified and challenge chords fingerings for all the chords in this book can be found at www .bestmusicpub-
lications .com

Catch and Release
“Catch and Release” is a practice technique that helps you learn to properly finger chords. Initially, you will 
try to form a chord one finger at a time. That is perfectly fine—ONCE! After you have your fingers on the 
correct strings, do not remove them from the strings. Just release the finger pressure while keeping your fingers 
touching the strings and then catch the chord again by pushing all the fingered strings down at the same time! 
Doing this will help you develop muscle memory, so all your fingers come down at once. Do this at least 25 
times, if not more, for each chord. Eventually, when you can change between chords, all your fingers will 
simultaneously land on the correct strings for each chord.

Economy of Motion — Changing Chords
Economy of motion is about minimizing motion. When changing chords, your fingers should all move 
together just above the strings and straight to the next chord. When you are fingering chords, make sure the 
unused fingers are hovering just over the strings in a comfortable position so that when you change to the 
next chord, they are close to the strings.
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THE BEST GUITAR METHOD

  Play & Do… Video examples at bestmusicpublications.com  

• Finger (play) each chord and make sure you are following the “The 3 P’s”— Placement – Position – Pres-
sure. Pick each string of the chord to be sure each string is making a good sound. As you play the chord, 
say its name (for example, “G”).

• “Catch and release” each chord. Strum the chord as you apply pressure and then check that each string is 
still sounding good (if it does not sound good, go back and check your “3 P’s”). Recite the specific names 
and universal names for the primary chords in the key of G.  Say, “The primary chords in the key of G  
are: G, also known as the I chord, C, also known as the IV chord and D, also known as the V chord.” 

• Fill in the universal chord names for the key of G in the spaces: 

 G =______       C = _______   D = _______ D7 = __________

• Memorize the names and universal numbers for the primary chords in the key of G.


